

Student Success

You must do all sections.  Read through the entire project before embarking upon its completion.  We expect to see your time management plan for this project in your agenda. Do not leave it until the week after it’s due then do it in an hour!
You can work on paper or computer.  If on computer, send the finished project to haigette@gmail.com or successite@gmail.com
Take this seriously.  It will be entirely confidential unless you give us permission to share it.  Make it a project you keep forever since it’s about what’s important to you!  You, then, will have reminders when you’re down to help you get back on your chosen path.  You can remind yourself about what’s important to you so you can re-align your priorities.

.

Please include any visuals that you can—real photographs or magazine cut-outs of what you envision.  If you are able, create it yourself!

If you simply do what is asked you will pass.  If you obviously put thought, effort and creative sincerity into it you will get a high mark.  The word that slips out of our mouths as we look at it will be reflected in your mark.  A “Wow!” is a very high mark.  “Pretty good” or “Not bad” is a pass.  “What a waste” is failing.
Repeat:  Read it through entirely.  The sections feed into one another so try to do them in order.  A rough copy must be done and shown to a teacher before the submission of the great copy.

My project will be available on our website so you can check an example if you want.  Go with your gut reaction though.  It’s about you so do what you need to do or believe is right.

http://www.successite.piczo.com/?cr=6&rfm=y#
or

http://www.earlhaig.ca/departments/stusuccess/downloads/index.php
Section 1:



1. Think of a person who made a positive difference in your life.  What qualities does that person have that you would like to develop?  How did they help you?  Got a photo?

2. Imagine yourself in 20 years.  You are surrounded by the most important people in your life.  Who are they and what are you doing?  

3. If a steel beam (six inches wide) were placed across two skyscrapers, for what would you be willing to cross?  A thousand dollars? A million?  Your pet?  Your brother?  Fame?  Think carefully.  Illustrate and define your answer.

4. How do you like learning best?  What was the assignment you enjoyed the most this year in any course?  Why?  Which assignment did you do best on this year?  Why was that?  Did you do best on the one you enjoyed most?  Why was that?  Include any of these assignments, if possible.
5. If you could spend one day in a great library studying anything you wanted, what would you study.  Explain your choice.

6. List 10 things you love to do.  It could be singing, dancing, playing a sport, looking at magazines, drawing, reading, daydreaming—anything you absolutely love to do.  You don’t have to be good at it, you just have to love doing it!  You, also, don’t have to limit yourself to 10.  (see the list for #11 if you’re stuck)
7. Describe a time when you were deeply inspired.

8. If you could spend an hour with any person who ever lived, who would it be?  Why that person?  What would you ask?  What would you do together (play ball, have dinner , go to a spa…)?  Describe the scenario and explain why it’s fitting.
9. Five years from now, your local paper does a story about you and they want to interview people—a parent or teacher and a sibling or friend.  What would you want them to say about you?  What’s the news story about? Why are you in the newspaper?  (For bonus, write the article!)
10. Think of something that represents you—a flower, a song, a meal, an animal.  Why does it represent you?  Present it in words or picture.  Explain in words.
11. Everyone has one or more talents.  What are your talents?  Use the ones listed below or write your own.  What comes easiest and most natural to you?  It’s almost like breathing for you but it’s not for others. Just because you’re good at it don’t assume everyone is.  Give yourself some credit!
Numbers, words, creative thinking, athletics, dancing, making things happen, sensing needs, mechanical, artistic, working with people, memorizing, decision-making, building, predicting trends or ends, accepting others, speaking, writing, listening, singing, laughing, joking, sharing, trivia, photography, painting, decorating, fashion designing, sewing, chatting, seeing what’s around you, sense of smell, playing “what if”, telling stories, organizing, animal training, empathizing, memorization, calisthenics, cooking, baking, eye hand coordination…

12.  What is holding you back? How can you overcome the odds?
Section 2:


or


An anecdote so you will better understand why we must chart our dreams.  A student once told me that he wanted to be a mechanic.  Upon pursuit of the topic, I discovered that his real dream was to live year round in cottage country.  He thought that being a mechanic was the most likely career option to make that dream happen.  Being a mechanic, interests him but that’s not his ultimate goal.  When we recognize the difference between our goals and our interests, we open the possibilities for achieving our dreams.
We must look inside of ourselves for our real dreams.  We must marry our dreams to our interests and abilities.  Is your goal what you state or is it something that goes unsaid because it’s such an essential part of you?  Don’t give the answer you think we’re expecting.  Be true to yourself.

Control your own destiny before someone else does.
Find pictures in magazines, posters, or personal photo albums that show the kind of person you would like to become
 and the qualities you value most. Paste the pictures below to help define your ideas about your personal mission statement.

*the place you want to live

*the home you want to live in

*the trip of a lifetime that you want to take

*the symbol of your success (money, family, books and learning…)

 
“Most people spend more time planning a two-week vacation than they do designing their life.” (p.59)

You can do this as a chart or you might want to make cards with the general category on one side and your personal definition on the other then put them into order.  This will probably take longer than you expect.  It’s your life, it’s worth the time and effort.
You will say that you can’t do one without the other.  But you can! Throughout your life you will be forced to make such decisions.  Making these decisions will be easier later on  if you have a general sense now of what it is that is most important to you.  None of these are etched in stone.  You may alter your priorities as you mature.  It is nice though if you have a cornerstone to lead you in your decisions.  You might get to avoid some horrible wayward paths on your journey through life.  You might even realize that you can be happy without winning a lottery.

Your answers may not be like anyone else’s for you are you.  These choices are what define you as an individual.  Through discovering You, you might shorten your journey to self-fulfillment.
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Define what each box means to you.  For instance, some people will insist on achieving a million dollar bank account to feel successful; others will be satisfied with a comfortable salary if it affords them more time with their family.  The latter would move time onto the next round over money.
Select one over the other until you reach your ultimate priority.  All areas play a role in your life no matter what you choose.  You are deciding the focus of your efforts.
These are the same areas of life and setting of priorities that you will want to review with a potential spouse.  It’s hard to build a life together when you believe in different things.  It’s the same when joining a company as an employee; your work life will be much happier if you have a common approach.





On a separate sheet, list eight (8) things you want to do or accomplish before you die (or before you kick the bucket).  Dream big!
It must be something you can make happen so winning the lottery cannot be listed however earning a million dollars can be.  Include a visual symbol if you can.  This is your life so make it beautiful.
It doesn’t have to be on paper!  You can put your dreams in a bucket, a treasure chest, a dream catcher or whatever you think will make it most meaningful for you.  Paper is quite acceptable, too.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo
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